The Official Newsletter of COVENTRY RUGBY SUPPORTERS’ CLUB Issue 1 March 2017
Honorary Members: Harry Walker & Ted Wainwright

A very warm welcome to
the first issue of In
Touch, the Official
Newsletter of the Coventry
Rugby Supporters’ Club!
We intend to produce a
minimum of four, ideally six,
issues during the course of each
season, and each will contain news
about events which are planned, updates, photographs, articles, information, etc, and
contributions from guest writers (elsewhere in this edition you’ll find a contribution from
Jon sharp).
We’ve come a long way since the idea of re-launching the Supporters’ Club was
debated in May 2016, the previous one having been effectively moribund for about ten
years. As a result a meeting was held at BPA in June where supporters volunteered to
be on the committee and the first formal committee meeting was held on 30th June.
The formal re-launch took place at the triple header pre-season home game on 27th
August when no less than 87 supporters signed up for membership.
The membership currently stands at 151 and, although new members are signing up
less frequently, we are still growing on a week-by-week basis.

The Supporters’ Club is governed by a set of clearly stated objectives, probably the
principle one being “to be the official supporter’s voice and to liaise accordingly
with Coventry Rugby”. There is so much that we intend to do, having already made a
start on events which supporters want, including:

 achieving the re-opening of the club shop, stocking it and then manning it

for sales of apparel, merchandise, etc
 referee’s evenings
 tours of BPA
 meet the squad evenings
 vote for Supporters’ Club player of the season
 regular prize draws
 organising coaches for away games and liaising with the away club in

respect of discounted ground admission charges
 etc, etc.

In addition to all of the above, it is our intention next season (this season has been very
much a starting-up and building experience) to use our funds to make practical
contribution to the operation of Coventry Rugby, and we are evaluating a number of
suggestions as to how we do this for the benefit of Coventry Rugby and to enhance the
professional profile of the Supporters’ Club.
I would like to pay tribute to the committee members, each of whom have contributed
enormously to the development of the Supporters’ Club with energy, enthusiasm,
ambition, intent, commitment, creativity, etc. Without them and their attributes, we would
not have achieved what we have, and would not be anywhere near where we are now.
My role as chairman has been made so much easier by the contributions which have
been made by such an excellent committee.
Please feel free to come and visit us at our stand in the Arena Bar which is manned
between 12.30 - 2.30pm on home match days, contact us via our email address crsc1874@gmail.com and visit our website at - www.crsc1874.com

Cliff Bennett
Chairman

I am pleased to write these notes for the
resurgent Supporters Club. Congratulations to
Cliff, Quent and everyone else involved in such
a successful launch. This rebirth developed
from what started out as a pretty casual
conversation between Cliff and myself on a
sunny afternoon at Henley RFC last season
and has certainly surpassed expectations with
a membership now in excess of 150 people.
Well done!
Unfortunately, our season on the pitch has not
delivered us the top three finish that we so
ardently wanted, with our away performances
really letting us down, despite the large
following from you folk. As you will have read
elsewhere (if you haven’t done so, please go to
the club website), we have already started
recruitment for next season to shore up those
areas where we have underperformed recently
and we should be fairly excited about the
names who are keen to join us. There are
more in the pipeline and they will be
announced as we confirm the signings.
Off the pitch the main news is that after a long
kerfuffle, we have secured the lease to the
whole site at Butts Park. This lease has been
placed in a new company, Butts Park Arena
Ltd., which has been established as a vehicle
51% owned by Coventry Rugby Ltd, 49% by
myself. For the record (because there are some
doomsayers out there) the purchase of the
lease was funded by a loan which may, on first
inspection, make the company accounts look
precarious, but in fact it is non-interest bearing
and non-repayable for 99 years, so it is
effectively a gift. With this knowledge, you will
be able to put the gossips straight.
The aim then is to develop the site in a way
that is sympathetic to and benefits the rugby
club and the community at large. The first step
we are examining very closely is the installation
of a 3G pitch; such a development would mean
the facilities could be used 24/7. Training here
and the staging of Nighthawks and other

games would not be conditional on the state of
the turf and we can widen the range of sports
played here beyond the current RU and RL to
soccer (we have reached an agreement with
Coventry United and Coventry United Ladies
football clubs, for example) and to stage local
schools events. Our own community work
(currently running at 18,000 man hours p.a.
under the direction of Matt Price) could also be
extended here. We have met with the City
Council, who are very supportive of the project
and also Sport England and the RFU. The
increased footfall that should result means that
with associated funding we could then improve
the facilities here (we inherited a stand that can
seat nearly three thousand, but has bars and
hospitality space for about five hundred!) In
addition, we would ideally like some retail
outlets here, all generating income for the club,
so it becomes entirely self-sustaining and does
not rely upon any individual largesse.
Ultimately we are laying the basis for a
sustainable return to The Championship.
We are eternally grateful to all those who
sponsor and support the club. If any of you
know companies who may be interested in
having their names associated with the club,
there are a variety of packages available,
please see the website or enquire at the office.
Congratulations again on the success of the
Supporters Club, long may it continue to
prosper.
Jon Sharp
Chairman
Coventry Rugby

Following the unfortunate incident where the
mascot was tackled to the ground at the home
game against Fylde in October, we have
offered him both a seat on the coach and
admission to the away ground, paid for by the
Supporters’ Club. He has not yet found the
opportunity to take us up on this offer, but it
remains open to him for the rest of the season.

A placard in the rear window of the
coach proudly proclaims that it is...

COVENTRY RUGBY
SUPPORTERS’ CLUB

Please feel free to either:
 submit your own article to be

included in the next issue
 make a suggestion for an

article on a subject which
you’d like to be aired via the
dedicated email address:

crsc1874@gmail.com

players. Not only do they take the time to come
and talk to him on the pitch after the game, but
recently visited him when he was in hospital.
Ted Wainwright, take a bow.
Whenever you mention Ted Wainwright to the
majority of Coventry Rugby supporters they all
say, ‘who’ ?, but when you describe Ted they all
seem to know the individual but didn’t know his
name. My introduction to Ted came from the
opposite direction, I wanted to know who the
elderly supporter was who attends every home
game irrespective of the weather, the diehard
sitting in the Stand a few rows in front, who is
not afraid to be vocal, who with the aid of
walking sticks goes onto the pitch after every
home game and who the players take time to
talk to, then sits in the Club office talking to
Joanne, who kindly arranges his taxi home. So
just who is Ted Wainwright.
Ted is a true Blue & White and has supported
Coventry Rugby & Warwickshire Rugby for an
astonishing 76 years, experience in abundance,
he has truly seen it all. Furthermore, Ted can
recall most of it, as his mind is still very active
and incredibly agile, he is a pleasure to talk to
and I could easily listen to him for many an hour
as he willingly recounts the bygone days. If you
get an opportunity, please talk to Ted, his
knowledge of the Club, his passion &
enthusiasm just shine. Ted celebrates his 85th
birthday on April 7th and the family has had a
long association with Coventry Rugby, indeed,
Ted’s father was the Groundsman at Coundon
Road from 1940-46. It was here that Ted
became firm friends with Harry Walker and
many others such as Harold Wheatley, Ivor
Preece, Norman Stock, David Duckham, the list
goes on.
Ted’s favourite memories, of which there are
many spanning the 76 years, are a trip to West
Hartlepool to watch Warwickshire Rugby prevail
12-3 over Durham. Coventry winning the John
Player Cup at Twickenham, the semi-final defeat
to Bristol at Coundon Road in the early 80’s
when the likes of Marcus Rose & Huw Davies
played for Coventry and not forgetting the
thrilling win over Rob Andrew’s Newcastle where
the lead changed 3 times in the last few minutes
through 3 drop goals, for a Coventry win.
Of the current Coventry squad Ted’s favourite
players are Cliffe Hodgson & Will Maisey, but he
holds all Coventry players, past & present in
high regard, which is clearly reciprocated by the

Ted can often be heard throughout the match,
he has a number of chants:
‘Come on Ref, play the game, look at that
number 8, he’s at it again’.
‘Come on Cov, take that pass, just don’t slip
up on the grass’. Ted being the true
gentleman that he is assures me that it is ‘slip
up on the grass’ and not something perhaps
more modern, rhyming with grass.
Come on Cov, take that pass, just don’t slip
up on your ….’ Enough said.
Indeed, during the recent home game vs
Blaydon, a mature supporter from Blaydon took
the opportunity to turn and face the Coventry
supporters in the Stand, making some less than
desirable comments, in part stating that he has
been supporting Blaydon for 40 years. To which
Ted immediately responded, ‘Sit down and
shut up, I’ve been supporting Coventry for
76 years’…….Priceless, that’s Ted Wainwright.
In recognition of Ted’s support for Coventry
Rugby, the Supporters’ Club has awarded Ted
with Honorary membership of the Coventry
Rugby Supporter’s Club, it is both a privilege
and pleasure to welcome Ted as a member, or,
perhaps it is more a case of us joining Ted. The
next time somebody asks, ‘Who is Ted
Wainwright’, I’ll just say….. ‘Legend’.
In recognition of Honorary membership, the
Supporters’ Club arranged for Ted to be
presented, on the pitch after the Hull game, with
an engraved plaque, as well as a playing shirt
signed by the current Coventry squad. The shirt
will now be framed for Ted to hang on his wall.

Negotiations have taken place with
every club in National League One in
respect of discounted ground admission
charges for Supporters’ Club members.
Only three so far (Ampthill, Fylde and
Plymouth) have declined to offer discounts,
for various reasons, but all other clubs have been more than willing and have
welcomed the prospect with open arms.
As a matter of interest, the Chairman of Hull Ionians told us a week or so after our
game up there that we had given them their biggest bar takings of the year!
In addition, Coventry Rugby have offered discounted entry rates for Supporters’ Club
members to Comedy Nights at BPA.
As a result, by the time of the Esher game at the beginning of October, the cost of
Supporters’ Club membership had been met by the discounts which had been made
available to members who were able to show their membership cards.

After much work to achieve
agreement and to order stock, (which
was almost single-handedly achieved
by Quent, so massive thanks must go
to him) the club shop was opened on
19th November, selling apparel and
merchandise. It is manned by
volunteer members of CRSC and has
so far achieved a significant value of
sales.
It is intended to widen the range of
merchandise, which at the moment is
limited almost exclusively to apparel, to include - childrens’ wear, “1874” apparel, flags,
baseball caps, beer mats/coasters, customised beer glasses, ladies (silk or similar)
neckerchiefs, pens, key rings, umbrellas, bookmarks, cardboard beer glass carriers,
mobile phone/tablet cases, etc.
At the moment, the shop is open on home match days between 1.00pm and 5.00pm. It is
also intended to have an on-line purchasing facility by the start of the new season.

We have been very fortunate in agreeing partnerships with local organisations who
have agreed to work with us to the benefit of members.

http://www.bsscov.co.uk/
www.covplumbing.co.uk
Coventry’s
largest
independent
plumbers merchants have been trading
for over 30 years and have showrooms
in Swan Lane and Curriers Close,
Coventry, and in Weddington Road,
Nuneaton.
CPHS have made a significant
financial contribution towards the
costs of setting up our website, for
which we are extremely grateful.

Archways House, Spon End, Coventry
CV1 3HG. 02476 712000/412733
Established in 1931 BSS is an independent
builders and plumbers merchant.

BSS have agreed to pay 1 1/2 % of the
total value of sales purchased by CRSC
members into the CRSC bank account
each quarter.
They will set up a monitoring system at their
sales points and will give the customer, who
must show his CRSC membership card, a
receipt accordingly.

We are looking to extend our partnership agreements to other local
organisations who will offer Supporters’ Club members discounted rates upon
production of their membership cards. If you know of any organisation who
would be prepared to look at forming such a partnership with us, and would
recommend that we talk to them, please let us know via our email address crsc1874@gmail.com

As we stated in an earlier item, one
of the objectives of the Supporters’
Club is:
“to be the official supporter’s
voice and to liaise accordingly
with Coventry Rugby”.
If you have any issues which you’d
like to be addressed, or suggestions
which you’d like to make, please do
so
via
the
email
address
crsc1874@gmail.com and we will
add them to the agenda for our regular meetings with Coventry Rugby.
We have already had the hand dryers in the gents toilets attended to. They were blowing cold
air and have now had the elements renewed in order to blow warm air.
We are working with the club on a number of initiatives including:
 offering a “pint and a curry” deal after the Ampthill game which will be followed
by the England v Scotland game being screened live on
the televisions in the bars
 a suggestion about an additional scoreboard being
mounted on the club shop
 suggestions as to improving the bar management and
to having more beer outlets around
the ground
 suggestions as to improvements to
food outlets around the ground, both insofar as the number
of outlets is concerned, and as to the range of products
which they sell
 suggestions as to outlets around the ground for the
purchase of hot drinks, most particularly at half time
Many items are under discussion, and many are longer term
projects, but the overall intention is to persuade, and to help, the club offer an improved,
dynamic and rewarding match day experience.
Further subjects are on the agenda, including:
 bidding for representative games (county games, under 18’s, under 19’s, under
21’s, England Saxons, England Roses, etc)
 A greater allocation of tickets to England international games
.

We have planned another Referee’s
Evening which, will take place on
Thursday 16th March at 7.30pm.
We are also planning a Meet the Squad
event in late June/early July. This will be
attended by all the 2017/18 squad and
among the food options under discussion
is a barbecue.

The Supporters’ Club website is currently under construction. As soon as it is
complete and open to be accessed by members, an email notification will sent
out.

Many members collected their membership packs at the time of signing up, but
there are members who have not received their membership pack, which contains
a copy of:
 The Welcome Letter
 The Constitution
 The Supporters’ Club objectives
 A list of the committee members for the year 2016/17
 “How to pay” membership costs, coach costs, etc
 The Terms and Conditions of Coach travel
 A car window sticker with the legend “Coventry Rugby - Our City…Our

Club”.

All the above documents will be available to see on our website, which is currently
under construction. You will need to come to our stand in the Arena bar before a
home game to ask for a car window sticker!

